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INTRODUCTION 


Over more than seven decades of revolution, a shining example of socialism has been built 
in Korea. Today, at a time when the tyrannical imperialist offensive is intensifying and the capitalist 
crisis is deepening, worsening the living and working conditions of the people, it attracts more 
attention than ever, demonstrating that a different world from this one — where money is god and 
even the and peoples do not have independence or sovereignty to shape their destinies — is possible, 
becoming a beacon of hope for all who long for change. This exceptional reality, which even makes 
many, disillusioned with life within capitalism, doubt that it is possible, is traced and built under the 
light of a specific ideology, which through this long and tortuous journey of over 70 years has 
proven capable of giving the correct and precise answers and directions to the Korean people. But 
what ideology is this? 

When it comes to the ideology that has guided socialism in People’s Korea, unfortunately 
there is still a lot of confusion and misunderstanding. Although a good part of those who follow and 
support the country know about the Juche idea, there are often inaccurate or incorrect statements 
about it, such as that “it is just an application of Marxism-Leninism to the Korean reality”, making 
them affirm, therefore, that the guiding ideology of Korea is Marxism-Leninism, as well as those 
who say that “it rejects this ideology”, which shows that there is still little understanding and study 
about it’. If there is little study on the Juche idea, there is even less on Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism 
— a name that might even sound strange to many, since it has not had, until now, the attention and 
space it deserves — which is, effectively, the guiding ideology of the country — although it is not 
incorrect to affirm that the Juche idea is also, as we will see. Since the Juche idea is an essential 
component of Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism, it is essential, therefore, to know it first in order to 
know it and, thus, understand how this unique socialism is built from which we can and should 
learn. So, this article is written to be an introduction, a guide, that allows you to situate yourself in 
this theme to, later, delve deeper with other absolutely recommended readings. 


“A great idea gives rise to great practice.” 
Kim Jong Il 


1 ‘To understand these common misconceptions about the Juche idea, I recommend reading the article Exposing to 
light the criticisms against the Juche idea. 


THE JUCHE IDEA 


As I just said, it is necessary to know and understand the Juche idea to understand 
Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism, which is officially the ideology of the Korean Party and State, as 
stated in the Socialist Constitution in its third article of chapter 1: 

“Article 3. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is guided in its building and 
activities only by great Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism.” 

Respected comrade Kim Jong Un said: “Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism is an integral 
system of the Juche idea, founded by the great comrade Kim Il Sung and deepened and 
developed by him and Kim Jong II, and of the theory and method related to revolution and 
construction clarified by it.” 

That is, this idea is a sine qua non condition for it, composed of it plus the theory of 
revolution and method of leadership derived from it. So, what is the Juche idea? 

As said by comrade Kim Jong Un, this idea was conceived by President Kim Il Sung in the 
course of the anti-Japanese struggle, when he followed and applied the Marxism-Leninism of the 
Soviet Union — added to the nationalist legacy of his father — in the Korean revolution that 
presented particular problems and issues, to which one could not use ready-made answers given by 
others nor expect external help, as some communists at the time tried to do and only failed. Its birth 
is marked by the historic Kalun Meeting, a conference of leading activists and cadres of the Young 
Communist League of Korea and the Anti-Imperialist Youth League held in Kalun, China, on June 
30, 1930, where Kim Il Sung presents The Path of the Korean Revolution’, a speech where he 
exposes the core, the embryo, of the Juche idea, which can be summarized in these two paragraphs 
where he indicates the independent standpoint to be maintained, with feet firmly planted on one’s 
own land and with the head thinking creatively about one’s own concrete reality, instead of looking 
at others for answers, and the irrefutable need to rely on the masses and be among them in order to 
successfully carry out the revolution, as only they have the power to carry it out, as masters of the 
process: 

“Experience shows that in order to lead the revolution to victory, one must go among 
the masses of people and organize them, and solve all problems arising in the course of the 
revolution independently on one’s own responsibility in accord with the actual conditions, 
instead of relying on others. 

Drawing on this lesson we regard it as most important to take the firm standpoint that 
the masters of the Korean revolution are the Korean people and that the Korean revolution 
should by all means be carried out by the Korean people themselves in a way suited to the 
actual conditions of their country.” 

In this way, the embryo of the Juche idea is born as a response to the Korean revolution that 
demanded that revolutionaries think independently and creatively and knew that the masses are the 
masters of the process that have all the strength to carry out the revolution. 

In the process of revolution and socialist construction, it was being further developed and 
deepened by him and Kim Jong II, until it effectively took shape and its own name, as a necessary 
and legitimate result of these years of development, rising as an original idea, with its own 
philosophical principle =t4He2I), — socio-historical _ principle(At2|44Ab 2/21), guiding 


2 Read the full work here. 


principles(A| = 4?! 4}), revolutionary theory( 832|) and method of leading i(S T 4#), 
especially in the 70s, where very important works are published by the Leaders. 

So, although the Juche idea was born from the application by Kim Il Sung of Marxism- 
Leninism, it did not limit itself to it and went beyond, until it became an original idea. Which does 
not mean in any way, however, that they have “rejected” it, as some insist. This issue is better 
worked out in the article cited in the introduction, which I strongly suggest you read to avoid this 
kind of mistake. 


e Philosophical Principle 


It is the main element of the Juche idea. It elucidates the relationship between man and the 
world and the position and role that the former plays in the latter, an important question that had not 
been answered by Marxism-Leninism, whose merit is to have presented the correlation between 
matter and consciousness and between being and thinking and to have proven the primacy of 
matter, clarifying, based on this, the laws of the movement of the objective world. That said, the 
Juche idea, then, presenting the relationship between man and the world as the fundamental 
question, elucidated that man, by possessing his 3 essential attributes — independence(At#¥), 
creativity/creative spirit(@t2£) and consciousness(2|A}@) — occupies the position of master( 
== 21) of the world and transformer of it, and from this base elucidates everything else — the socio- 
historical principle, leadership method and guiding principles — and from here emanates its 
originality, as an idea that gives new answers for a new era — the era in which the popular masses, 
once capitalism has been overthrown, rise up to shape their destinies. In a few words, 
“independence” is the most essential and important attribute of man, it is the attribute that makes 
man yearn to live as the master of the world and his destiny, that makes him a being that does not 
submit to the world around him, but submits it to himself, breaking all kinds of shackles, and 
transforms it with his creativity guided by his consciousness that makes it possible to know the 
world and himself, armed with ideology and knowledge. Thus, it clarifies the position and role of 
man in the world and, based on this, gives a new worldview. That said, I will not delve into this 
specific point, since there are indispensable reading texts that develop it much better. It is enough 
for our purpose. To delve deeper, read: 


Page 8 to 13 of On the Juche Idea by Kim Jong Il 


e Socio-historical principle 


Based on its philosophical principle, the Juche idea elucidates its socio-historical principle, 
establishing that the popular masses are the subject and driving force of the socio-historical 
movement, which gives it its own laws, distinct from the natural movement. The popular masses are 
the force that creates and advances history while reactionary forces try to stop them. 

Kim Jong Il? says: “The whole course of existence of class societies has been a history of 
sharp struggles between the creators of history and reactionaries of history, between masters 
of the revolution and targets of the revolution, that is, between the working masses and the 
reactionary exploiting classes. Society has advanced and developed through these struggles.” 


3 Mandatory reading: On the Juche Idea by Kim Jong Il 


In this way, by establishing a new point of view and position that sees historical 
development and social revolution with the popular masses at the center, the Juche idea provides a 
new elucidation on the essence, character, and driving force of the socio-historical movement, 
providing a unique perspective on the role of the masses in shaping history and revolution, serving 
to empower and elevate the role of the masses in this process. 


e Guiding principles 

The guiding principles of the Juche idea are the guiding principles for establishing Juche in 
all fields of the Party and the State, of the revolution and construction, such as politics, economy, 
defense, and ideology, fundamental principles for successfully carrying them out. They indicate 
how and why to maintain independent and creative standpoing — trusting in oneself (one’s own 
country or people) to solve problems and overcome challenges, instead of relying on external 
sources or established dogmas, rejecting outdated attitudes and mechanically imitating others and, 
instead, firmly base on concrete reality and maintaining a creative attitude towards everything, 
which allows a better understanding of the objective world and the identification of the correct 
method to transform nature and society, leading to continuous innovations and incessant 
advancement — and give primary attention to the ideological factor, which decides the victory or 
defeat in the revolution because it deals with the consciousness of each person who makes up the 
masses, to make them actively participate in the struggle, fully aware of their position and role, 
endowed with a firm revolutionary spirit and rich knowledge, which is achieved by engaging them 
in political work — of ideological remoulding, aimed at transforming people into authentic 
communists — through various forms and methods, according to the specific conditions and 
characteristics of the people involved. It is essential to conduct political work in such a way that the 
masses consider it as their own work, thus promoting a sense of ownership and commitment to the 
revolutionary cause. In addition, political work must be closely combined with revolutionary 
practice, ensuring that its success is measured by its contribution to the real results of the revolution 
and construction. By integrating political work with revolutionary tasks, it becomes a powerful 
means of ideological remoudeling and a criterion for arming the masses with ideology. These 
principles, to be firmly maintained in work in all fields, allow the successful achievement of the 
objective of the revolution and to do it in the best possible way. About that, Kim Il Sung said‘: 

“This education and remoulding of all the masses is a profound ideological revolution 
which ultimately destroys capitalism even in the realm of men’s consciousness and completely 
liberates them from everything that is obsolete—an inheritance of the past. This is the most 
difficult and prolonged task facing the working class after its seizure of state power.” 


From page 34 onwards of the same work by the Leader. 


4 Read the work here. Page 253 


JUCHE REVOLUTIONARY THEORY(#4]2] 33 J) 


This is developed by placing the popular masses — in view of their role, clarified based on 
the philosophical principle — at the center to outline the strategy and tactics for national liberation, 
class emancipation, the liberation of humanity and the construction of socialism, the transformation 
of society, nature and man, the position and role of the leader in the struggle, make the whole world 
independent( X} }) etc. to reach communism — a goal that, by the way, has never been abandoned 
by Korea, contrary to what its defamers insist. That is, it starts from the inevitable fundamental 
principle of the revolution clarified by the Juche idea — that the popular masses are the masters of 
the revolution in their country and the driving force to carry it out, and that only through their 
awareness, organized, can they carry out the revolution, which gives a very important role to 
ideological consciousness in the revolutionary movement — to indicate the path to achieve those 
objectives, which results in defending the interests and raising the independent standpoint of the 
popular masses — masters of the revolution and construction, irreplaceable responsibles for it — and 
fully display their creative role. 

Leader Kim Jong Il said: “By this method, the Juche idea has made it possible to fully 
elaborate on the revolutionary theory aimed tat realizing independence for the working 
masses; and it has consummated the revolutionary theories of the working class to include 
those on national liberation, class emancipation and human freedom, and to be a perfect 
communist theory of social and natural transformation and human remoulding 

The Juche revolutionary theory is the genuinely revolutionary theory of the working 
class in the Juche era? and is the undying communist revolutionary theory which will be ever- 
victorious along with the struggle for the independence of the working masses.” 

Thus, the Juche revolutionary theory, with the popular masses at the center, indicates the 
path to achieve these objectives, which is done by the Party in different ways according to each of 
those, such as with the popular methods of work that we will mention later, ideological 
mobilization, the political work already mentioned, mass movements — like the Chollima, the Red 
Flag of the Three Revolutions(ideological, technical and cultural) etc. 


5 “Juche era” or “era of independence” means the era in which the popular masses rise up to shape their destinies. 


JUCHE METHOD OF LEADERSHIP(= AY BEH) 


It occupies an independent position alongside revolutionary theory. It is the method to 
correctly lead the masses in the revolution, a matter of crucial importance, since those in charge of 
carrying out this struggle are them through their conscious, collective and organised struggle. It 
consists of making the masses occupy their position as masters and play their role as masters of the 
revolution, which is done by always putting the interest of the popular masses first and solving all 
issues relying on their inexhaustible strength and intelligence. Hence were born the spirit and 
Chongsan-ri method, developed by President Kim Il Sung between 1959 and 1960, in order to 
change the system and mode of work of the Party and economic and state organs, after spending 
several days in Chongsan-ri with the peasants. In short, it places as an irrefutable task of officials to 
be among the masses and listen to them, and to solve, in this way, listening to them and relying on 
their strength, all their problems and, thus, inspire them to always be united around the Party, 
carrying forward their goals and projects, accelerating and achieving advances in socialist 
construction. That is, it is a popular and revolutionary method that brings party and leaders closer to 
workers, that makes the masses occupy their position and play their role as owners of the revolution 
and construction. In addition to it, the President, in 1961, developed the Taean work system, which 
ensures the position of the masses in economic management, which is done through the collective 
management of the party committee in each factory. With the application of this system, the Party’s 
leadership over the administration of the economy is ensured and all managements are supported 
with high enthusiasm and creativity of the producing masses and are carried out according to the 
objective law of the economy and the demands of production. 

President Kim Il Sung taught the following at a cadre training conference: 

“To motivate the masses, it is not enough to fill their ears with slogans, they must 
perceive the Party as a caring mother who takes care of their destiny and, for this, it is 
essential to eliminate ‘aristocratic’ behaviors among the leaders.” 

As can already be known from this quote, the Juche leadership method does not admit nor 
can it admit any type of bureaucracy, but it leads the masses to always be at the center and occupy 
their position and leading role. He also says’: 

“In order to carry out the revolutionary task, we should give priority to political work 
before anything else anywhere anytime. [...] Without voluntary participation on the part of 
the masses, we can neither build socialism nor advance towards communism. [...] By nature 
communism is the highest stage of human society where everyone will lead a happy and 
plentiful life. In order to go as far as communist society everyone must display a high degree 
of enthusiasm and make strenuous efforts. To this end, everyone should know clearly for what 
and how they should fight and what they will gain from it. It is precisely political work that 
informs everyone of this and arouses their conscious enthusiasm.” 


In addition, the leadership method unfolds in the following: 


e Leadership principle (4 “= 4}) 


It is based on implementing the monolithic leadership system of the leader — firmly uniting 
the masses around the leader, who acts as the center of cohesion and leadership, giving the way to 
follow the revolution in synthesis of the will and desire of all the people through the Party — and 


6 Read the work here. Page 312 


fulfilling the line of masses — mobilizing the broad working masses and relying on them, which 
needs to be correctly combined with the class line. 


° Leadership system (8 © 4] A)” 


This is about implementing the leader’s monolithic leadership system. Leadership for 
revolution and construction requires leadership unity based on a center, and this center is the leader. 
The leader’s monolithic leadership system is about establishing a system and order to ensure the 
unity of ideology and leadership within the party and revolutionary ranks. For this, it is necessary to 
firmly carry out the ideological unification of the party and the revolutionary ranks, solidify the 
political and ideological unity and the unity of the whole party, having the leader as the only center 
and continue to deepen the work of establishing the leader’s unique leadership system and continue 
it from generation to generation so that his revolutionary cause continues and is not undermined by 
traitors as in other socialist countries. In other words, it means that all members of the Party and 
workers are fully armed with the leader’s revolutionary ideology, born in the struggle in synthesis of 
the demands of the masses, and carry out the revolution with his ideology as the only guiding guide. 
By achieving unbreakable cohesion between masses and leader, which is not done by force, but by 
popular methods already mentioned, there is no obstacle or challenge for the people, who advance 
with a single idea and will. Such is the reality of socialist Korea that is not shaken by anything and 
turns the unfavorable into favorable. 


e Art of Leadership (3 =A 8) 


As President Kim Il Sung taught, there are no fixed and immutable formulas for revolution. 
There must be method and skill to advance the revolution through the difficulties encountered in 
complex situations and trials. These methods and techniques are the skills that the leader needs to 
possess. A good example of this is the following: 


The Songun politics developed and applied by Kim Jong Il in the 90s, which places the 
People’s Army — which is not just any army, but a genuine revolutionary and people’s armed force, 
born in the anti-Japanese struggle — as the vanguard of the revolution by resorting to the 
revolutionary disposition and combat strength of the KPA to defend the country, the revolution and 
socialism and drive socialist construction, in view of the demands of the time, placing it as the core 
force and example for the people, thus allowing to strengthen its position and role already 
mentioned. 

The Leader clarifies’: 

“The revolutionary soldier spirit of the People’s Army is a noble revolutionary spirit 
symbolic and representative of the great Songun era. And it constitutes the most revolutionary 
and militant ideological and spiritual weapon, which makes it possible to create miracles and 
perform meritorious deeds in the course of the revolution and construction. In the Songun era 
the working class, too, can perform its class duty and mission only when it is equipped with 
the revolutionary soldier spirit, and all the other working people can maintain and add luster 
to their honour of being the masters of the State and society, their honour of being the socialist 
working masses, only when they learn from the revolutionary soldier spirit.” 


7 Good article in korean about it 
8 Read the work by clicking here 


Thus, the People’s Army constituted an important force that drives Korean socialism by 
taking charge of the main fronts in its defense, not only in the military aspect, but also in the 
economic, by assuming the most important and heavy sectors of the national economy, and played 
an essential role both in defending the independence of the masses and in ensuring and raising their 
participation in socialism. 

“Defence power will be unnecessary when imperialism has all perished and when 
communism has become a reality throughout the world. But as long as there exist national 
boundaries, state systems, and imperialism in particular, we must have capabilities to protect 
our nation and country and the achievements of socialism which our people have won at the 
cost of their sweat and blood. Aggression on other countries and plunder of peoples are part 
and parcel of imperialism. So one is always prone to imperialist conquest if one had no 
defence power of one’s own when imperialism exists.” 

Kim II Sung? 


9 Read the work by clicking here. Page 107 


KIMILSUNGISM-KIMJONGILISM 


Having understood the components of Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism, let’s now look at it 
itself. First, “Kimilsungism” — the revolutionary thought of the Leader — was synthesized by 
Kim Jong Il in February 1974. In a work of his 2 years later, he said”: 

“We call the leader's revolutionary thought Kimilsungism because the idea and theory 
advanced by him are original. The definition that Kimilsungism is a system based on the idea, 
theory and method of Juche means that Kimilsungism is consistent with the Juche idea in 
content and that it forms a system based on the idea, theory and method in composition. Both 
in content and in composition, Kimilsungism is an original idea that cannot be explained 
within the framework of Marxism-Leninism.” 

This way, this ideology officially emerges as the guide for socialist Korea, as a legitimate 
fruit of the decades of correct leadership and brilliant theoretical-ideological work of Kim Il Sung 
who, as we have seen before, thought the Korean revolution in its concrete characteristics and 
peculiarities from an independent and creative standpoint and relied only on the popular masses, not 
limiting himself to what the classics of the preceding ideology said nor to what other socialist 
countries did, allowing him to go beyond and advance further in this regard. 

And on April 6, 2012, comrade Kim Jong Un officially introduces’ Kimilsungism- 
Kimjongilism as the guiding ideology of the Party and guide for its construction and activities, 
adding the countless theoretical-ideological and practical contributions and feats accumulated by 
Leader Kim Jong Il, especially in terms of the Songun idea and politics enriched and practiced by 
him. He does this not out of mere whim or praise for his predecessor, but for the continuity of his 
legacy and revolutionary cause, as said a little while ago, preventing the train of revolution from 
derailing. He says”: 

“This idea synthesizes the thoughts and feats of the great Leader Kim Il Sung and the 
great Leader Kim Jong Il, who transformed our Republic into the most prestigious and 
powerful socialist state in all history, and clearly exposes the course and ways to culminate the 
socialist cause with state power as a political weapon. It is incumbent upon the Government of 
the Republic to raise the strategic position and power of the country to a new level, and to 
produce a radical change in the fulfillment of our original socialist cause, having the said idea 
as an infallible guideline. 

With the great Kimilsungist-Kimjongilist ideas on State building as its immutable 
guiding principle, the government of the Republic should raise the country's strategic position 
and antional strenght to a hight level and bring about a fundamental turn in accomplishing 
the Juche-oriented socialist cause. 

[...] 

When it strictly adheres to the ideas and principles, elucidated by Kimilsungism- 
Kimjongilism, for building a socialist State our Republic will be built more splendidly as an 
independent powerful State that no one would dare provoke, a people's State in which the 
people's ideals are fully realized, and a great State that leads the world by giving full scope to 
its unlimited potential for development; then the victory of the socialist cause will be brought 
closer.” 

10 Another mandatory reading: On correctly understanding the originality of Kimilsungism 


11 Read the work by clicking here 
12 Read the work by clicking here 


CONCLUSION 


In this way, by understanding and synthesizing all the theoretical, ideological, and practical 
feats, strategies, and tactics accumulated by the great Leaders over these more than seventy years of 
victorious revolution and construction of socialism — where the popular masses lead a dignified life 
fully occupying and performing their position and role as masters of the revolution and subject of 
the socio-historical movement and enjoying abundant state benefits without any fear of the 
imperialist beast because they have powerful and capable armed forces equipped with the latest 
weapons, despite the stubborn blockade, and unbreakable spirit and ideological and class 
consciousness, Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism becomes the most advanced and complete 
revolutionary ideology of the working class in our times, in no way restricted to the Korean reality, 
capable of giving correct answers to all the problems of the revolution and construction and 
efficiently indicating the ways and means to carry it out. So, through this brief introduction, I invite 
everyone to study Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism more deeply and to arm themselves with this 
valuable theory. 

In addition to the works referenced throughout the text — and I sincerely ask that you read 
them to deepen and understand more — I also recommend the following: 


Kim Il Sung, 1955: On the elimination of dogmatism and formalism and the establishment 
of Juche in ideological work; 


Kimilsungism, the third and higher stage of communist thought, from KFA-Italia, which 
specifically delves into other original contributions of this ideology, such as the conception of the 


leader, his succession in the revolution, nation and nationalism, the three revolutions(ideological, 
technical and cultural) etc.; 

The destiny of man and the Juche idea; 

Kim Jong Il, 1990: On some problems of the ideological foundation of socialism; 


And many others can be read. 

Furthermore, I thank the experienced comrades Dermot Hudson, president of the Juche Idea 
Study Group of England and Official Delegate of the Korean Friendship Association in the UK and 
Francesco Alarico, regional delegate of the KFA in Italy, who evaluated and assisted in the 
production of this article. 


“Communism is the highest ideal of mankind. In that society man will attain his 
highest development, both mental and physical, and everyone will live a cultured and 
prosperous life. The collapse of capitalism and the victory of socialism and communism is an 
inexorable law of human history.” 

Kim Il Sung” 


= THa 


13 Read by clicking here. Page 322 


